
Live Bearer Care Sheet 
 

 
 
Average Adult Size: 1 to 6+ inches long, depending on species 
Average Life Span: Depends on species 
Diet: Carnivore, herbivore or omnivore, depending on species 
Minimum Aquarium Size: 5+ gallons, depending on species 
Water Temperature: 70-82°F 
Experience Level: Beginner 
 
Most freshwater livebearers originate in North, Central or South America. They give 
birth to live young and readily adapt to changes in the water. These include the mollies, 
platies, swords, and guppies. 
 
Diet 
A well-balanced freshwater livebearer diet consists of: 

 Food may be flaked, pellet, frozen or live 
 
Feeding 
Things to remember when feeding your freshwater livebearer: 

 Depending on species and size, feed small amounts 1-3 times daily, no more 
than fish will eat in 3-5minutes 

 Carnivores consume larger-size morsels once a day 
 Herbivores prefer eating smaller pieces all day long 

 Omnivores prefer a diet of both animal and vegetation matter 
 Thaw frozen food before feeding 

 
Housing 

 Keep in an appropriate size aquarium; provide plants for hiding, various species 
may prefer sparse or thick vegetation. 

 Stable water quality, water temperature, and pH levels are critical to the health 
of the invertebrate. If you are unsure of your water quality come see us for your 
free water testing. 

 
 



Characteristics 
Freshwater livebearers do best in groups of three or more of the same species. Some 
species, such as mollies, do best in water with one teaspoon of aquarium salt added per 
gallon of water; test the salinity level of your water before adding salt. Females are 
usually larger but less colorful than males. 
 
Habitat Maintenance 
Daily: Check filter, water temperature and other equipment 
Weekly: Check water quality at least once a week 
Monthly: Change 10-25% of the total volume of water every 2-4 weeks, or as needed. 
Introduce new inhabitants to the aquarium gradually. 
 
Compatibility 
Check our compatibility sheet for species that are compatible. 
 
Signs of a Healthy Fish 

 Clear eyes 
 Healthy appetite 

 Bright, even coloring 
 Clean in appearance 

 
Avoid overcrowded conditions; they are a major cause of stress and disease. Maintain 
good water quality with regular water changes and adequate filtration. 
 
Needed supplies are: 

 Appropriate size aquarium 
 Appropriate food, dry and frozen 
 Décor 
 Water conditioner 
 Filter 
 Water test kit 

 Full spectrum lighting - T5 recommended 
 Net 
 Thermometer 
 Freshwater substrate 
 Heater 

 Hydrometer 
 Airstone 
 Air pump 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Here are a few that we carry... 
 

Balloon Molly 
 

 
 
 

Dalmation Sailfin Molly 
 

 
 

Variety of Platies 

 
 



Swordtail 
 

 


